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"THOU venerable An BIT ER of 
1 Science and of human Con- 
duct, univerſally to be cultivated 
and adored! How ſeldom do the 
Sons of Æſculapius bend as hum» 
ble Votaries at thy Shrine! Many 
of them have lamentably ſecluded 
themſelves from thy- irradiating 
Influence: : ſome bewildered by 
numberleſs mounds of Mud, their. 
own creation: ſome confounded 
by artificial Clouds and Darkneſs : - 
and ſome, ſtrange to tell ! have 
fatally deviated from the Path 
| * leading 
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leading to thy Temple, becauſe 
it is patent and obvious. Often- 
er have they idolatrouſly become 
the ſteady Devotees of CHAOS, thy 
potent and gloomy Rival, bending 
to the Fiction of their monſtrouſſy f 
teeming Imaginations. | 


If ever thy feebleſt Ray has in | | 
any degree illumined my Mind, "F 
deign to accept this Dedication of 
% OUTLINES of the TRHREORY And 
« Curxg of FEVER;“ as a reſpect- 
ful Oblation from thy büro 33 
Admirer, 


The AUTHOR; 


19716 ; 


PREF ACE 


HE great advantages every 


man derives from Society, 


oblige him in the moſt ſacred 


manner, as far. as his talents per- 


mit, to promote its welfare and 


accommodation. It: cannot be de- 
nied that the humane, the ſocial 
exertion of Individuals to this 
| grand object, even when unſuc- 
ceſsful, deſerve approbation. 
SOCIETY 1s not more intereſted 
in any circumſtance, than the pre- 


vention and cure of Dileale; no 


modification of Diſeaſe, probably 
not all others beſide, commits 
W extenſive depredations a- 
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mong Mankind, as that One, nam- 
ed FEVER; it is a Theme, there. 
fore, weighty. and important, and 
meriting fundamental A e | 


Ai: un on the; be- 
ject of Fever, for the moſt part, 
baye ever appeared to me to be 
unſatis factory, confuſed, unprin- 
cipled, and therefore, unphiloſo- 
phical: I. fear they have been not 
a little baneful in their practical 
nn Kilo as 8F » 

1 

15 is my wad idk. in the 
publication of the following pages, 
to reduce the Doctrine and Treatment 
of FEVER to a rational and ſalur 
tary ſimplicity. Indiſpenſible A- 
vocations prevent me from exhi- 
biting a full Delineation of this 
n Subject: to trace its Our 

i LINES, 
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LANES With, perhaps, an ad entu- 
rous pencil, is all at Fan ah 
overtake, | * of FI 


How far I have obtained the 
gratification of my wiſh, remains 
wich the candid and impartial to 
determine: theſe only I regard as 
judges, and to cheſe alone I appeal, 

J have purpoſely avoided all 
rechnical Terms and- Expreſſions 
as far as poſſible, ambitious that 
it might be in the power of 
any Reader, commonly acquainted 
with Literature and Philoſophy, to 
diſcern and comprehend my Sen- 
timents and to decide upon them. 

In detailing my Opinions, which 
is done freely, although altoge- 
ther fearleſs of the conſequences, 1 

3 41 have 
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have not e any en 
particular reference to any Author. ä 
Iwill diſregard a4onymous criti» 
eiſms, but will reſpectfully join I 
ſue in any open and candid at- 
tack. As far as my ſmall abilities 
in medical Science extend, they 
ſhall be readily exerted to confute 
groundleſs objections: but to thoſe 
that may be irrefutable, becauſe 
founded on Truth, I willbe a . 
ling Convert. 
« Refellerc et refelli fi fin ne per titincia | 


% vel iracundia paratus.? 


The Retainers of the Pharmaceuric . 
practice, will probably bediſpleaſed 
at many of my concluſions : to ſuch 
] muſt be permitted- to declare, . 
that, my Sentiments, which 1hope . 
are friendly to Humanity, prompt 


me to deſpiſe Hypocriſy, ' eſpe» 
clally 


3 N 
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cially in Medicine. Were my 
powers equal to my inclination, 
Diſeaſe ſhould ceaſe, and Health 
ſpread its celeſtial Influence from 
Pole to Pole. 


No Sigh, no Murmur, the wide world 
ſhould hear, - 


From every Eye I'd wipe of © every Tear. 
Pore. 


EDINBURGH, 
Feb. 1781. [ 
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The following moſt material Errors 
of the Preſs, the Reader will be 
pleaſed to correct. 


Page 1 line 1 for local read general. 

— 13 —- 4 — ſtaunch read ſtanch. 

— 20 —- 22 before SPASM, ſupply febrile. 

— 23 — 22 for have read has. * 

60. —- 15 for Vituatic read Vitriolic. 

— 74 —- 14 after vegetables, ſupply Vinous 
Liquor and. \ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Of ORGANIZATION... 


I, 


2 Definition, 


ATURAL Arrangement of ul- 
timate component Parts into 


Fibrous and Vaſcular TT Ani- 
ay or Vegetable. 


II. 


Animal and Vegetable Bodies de- 
rive their reſpective Power and ſpe- 
A Ru OOO 
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| cial Qualities from Organization (I.) 
ineffably peculiar and delicate. 


III. 


Animal Body, capable of various 
Actions and Functions, is poſſeſſed of 

Life, Animation, or the Vital Principle, 
and conſtitutes an Oeconomy or Sy/tem, 
whoſe parts muſt be endowed with 
Feeling, Senſation, or Senſibility, in va- 
rious degrees. 


IV. 
HEALTH, or a ſound ſtate of the Ani- | 
mal Body (III.) muſt therefore con- 


ſiſt in, or be the immediate effect of 
perfect animated ORGANIZATION. 


v. 


__.. \D18845x, or a morbid fate of the 
'Animal Body, muſt likewiſe conſiſt 


in, 


_ 
i cn "I n 
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in, or be the production of an altera- 
tion or derangement of Organization. 
This, obviouſly, may be various in 
kind and in degree. 


VI. 


Diſeaſe (V.) may be either general 
or local, the former invading the 
whole ſyſtem, (III.) the latter only 
a part of it. 


VII. 


Morbid derangement of Organiza- 
tion (V.) is palpable or impalpable : 
the former conſtitutes the local diſ- 
eaſes, the latter the general ones. (VI.) 


VIII. 


MaTTER inducing morbid derange- 
ment, (V.) is palpable or impalpable : 
4 2 the 
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INTRODUCTION. 


the WD diſcaſes (VI.) are wholly or 


chiefly induced by the latter, it is 
therefore named morbific matter, or de- 


ranging cauſe or power. 


— 


IX. 
- Morbific Cauſe (VIII.) is denomina- 
ted remote or proximate. 
X. 


Remote Morbiſc Cauſe (IX.) is de- 


nominated prediſponent and occaſional. 


XI, 


Prediſponent Morbific Cauſes (X.) 
ſeldom, if ever, produce complete mor- 
bid derangement; (V.) they only fa- 
vour the impreſſion or action of occa- 
ſtonal ones. Their whole effect, there- 
fore, only produces or conſtitutes 


MoRBIiD PREDISPOSETION. 
XII. Oc- 


XII. 


Occaſional Morbific Cauſes or Pow. 
ers (X.) are capable of themſelves 
ſuddenly or immediately by their direct 
action, to occaſion or create Morbid 
Derangement : They are often ſuffici- 
ently powerful to produce this effect 


without the co-operation of prediſponent 
ones (XI.) 


XIII. 


Proximate Morbific Cauſe (IX.) is 
conſtituted by the whole derangement 
of healthful Organization (IIII.) in- 
duced by the Action of the. remote 
ones (X.) — It is therefore more pro- 
perly to be regarded as a Diſeaſe (V.) 
or Morbid State than a Morbific Cauſe : 
its nature and exiſtence are to be aſ- 
certained from the Changes in the 
Functions named SymPeTomMs, which it 
directly or indirectly excites. 


A 3 XIIII. A 
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i A PLasTIc Powter, which Animal 
1 \ as well as Vegitable Nature obſervably 
„ inherits, is often adequate to the Rzc- 
TIFICATION or CURE of Morbid De- 
rangement (V.)— Its operation may 
| be named Plaſtic, or Healing Proceſs... 


| — 1 


N XV. 


| : 
The Plaſtic Proceſs (XIIII.) tends: 


directly to the Cure of Diſeaſe (V.) 
 — Mevicine or Axr poſſeſſes little of 
no immediate influence over it ib on- 
ly capable to % and co-operate indi- 
rectiy.— The curative means Art em- 
ploys are named REMEDIES.. 


f 


XVI. 
Definition. 
ORBID alteration of the health- 
ful degree of Vigour;— Of the 


Circulation of the Fluids ;-— Of Se- 
cretion ;— Of Temperature;— Of Sen- 


ſibility ; Of Sleep ;— Of Reflection: 


preceded by Shivering, often com- 
bined with more or leſs Putridity. 


XVII. 


FE VER, (XVI.) excited py any pre- 
exiſting 


8 Of FEVER. 


exiſting diſeaſe, (V.) is only a Symp- 
tom, and conſequently denominated 
SYMPTOMATIC: When not thus excited, 
it is termed Ipior ATH: the latter on- 
ly is primary and proper Fever. 


XVIII. 


SYMPTOMS. 


1. Altered degree of Vigour. (XVI.) 
The natural or healthful degree of 
Strength or Vigour, 1s ſuddenly alter- 
ed, for the moſt part diminiſhed, upon 
the acceſſion of Fever (XVI.)— This 
morbid change is named Debility, 
Laſſitude, Liſtleſſneſs ; its exiſtence is 
manifeſted in every function; it is 
aconſtant ſymptom of the febrile ſtate, 
immediately connected with its proxi- 
mate. cauſe. 


XIX. 


2. Altered Degree of the Circulation of 
the 
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the Fluids. (XVI.) — In health, the 
circulation or motion of the Fluids 
is equable and proportioned in every 
part of the ſyſtem, (III.) the recipro- 
cal degrees of ſenſibility and action 
which the Veſſels and Fluids poſſeſs, 
and on which this depends, being juft- 
ly balanced. —In Fever, the propor- 
tion is deſtroyed, the pulſation or 

vaſcular action variouſly forceful, is 
always more frequently repeated than 
in health, and the diſperfion of the 
Fluids leſs equable, often creating 
local Pain, Congeſtion, Inflammation, 
Efufion, &'c.— This ſymptom, altho* 
fecondary, becauſe it does not flow 
immediately from its proximate cauſe, 
is eſſential to the exiſtence of Fever. 


XX. 


3. Altered Degree of Secretion (XVI.) 

— The moiſture and lubricity of the 
ſurfaces of the ſeveral component parts 
and organs: of the ſyſtem, and there- 
fore 


* 
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fore the perfection of its healthful 
functions depend greatly on due ſe- 
cretion.— When this becomes une- 
qual or diminiſhed, dull Eyes, dry Skin, 
parched Tongue and Throat, Thirft, al- 
tered Urine, ſometimes mt, are 
the conſequences. 


XXI. 


44. Altered degree of Temperature 

(XVI.)— Animal Heat, from what- 
ever ſource it flow, is obſervably very 
much proportioned to the degree and 
regularity of the motions of the Fluids 
(XVI. ) and ſtate of Secretion (XVI.) 
— In Fever it is very conſiderably in- 
creaſed, and is an eſſential, although 
ſecondary, ſymptom of the Febrile 
State, not immediately originating 
from its proximate cauſe (IX.) 


XXII. 


5. Altered degree of Senſibility (XVI.) 
— Feeling 


io 4 
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Feeling or Senſation in every part 
of the healthful Syſtem (VI.) is juſt» 
ly calculated to ſuſtain the degree of 
impreſſion which it is finally deſtined 
to ſuffer; the regularity and propor- 
tions of all the functions depend chief- 
ly on this circumſtance.— In Fever 
ſenſibility is in general unequally in- 
creaſed ; hence Pain of the Head and 
Back, ſometimes Inflammation, Con- 
geſtion ; diminiſhed Appetite for ſolid 


food, Squeamiſhneſs, Vomiting ; ſome- 


times Looſeneſs, Anxiety, general ſenſe 
of Weight and Oppreſſion.— This is an 
eſſential and prime ſymptom of the 


febrile ſtate, and gives modification 


and degree to many of the others. 


XXIII. 


6. Altered State of Sleep (XVI.) 
An equable and moderate degree 
of Temperature, of Senſibility, and of 
Motion of the Fluids, are obſervably 
conducive, if not cflential, to health- 

| ful 
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ful Sleep.— In Fever, it is ſcanty, un- 


refreſhing, and more or leſs difturb- 
ed; a comatoſe, or profound febrile Sleep 


is always produced by, or attended 
with again in the Head. | 


XXIV. 


7. Diggurbed Refleftion (XVI.) — A 


due exerciſe of the mental powers in- 
conteſtibly flows immediately from a 
healthful ſtate of the nervous Syſtem 
In Fever, therefore, Raving and Waver- 
ing of Reaſon, more or leſs conſtantly 
prevail,— It is in general a uy 


Symptom. 


XXV. 


8. Putridity (XVI.) — More or leſs 


.carly in the courſe of Fever, accord- 
ing to circumſtances, the ſyſteq, 


fluids, and ſolids, not refreſhed nutri- 


tiouſly by a due quantity of freſh 


alimentary 


* 
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alimentary materials, verges propor- 
tionally to the PUTRID or SALINE 
STATE ; hence Spots, Blotches, dif- 
charges of Blood, Purging, ftawich of 
Breath, of Sweat and of Excrement. 
This is rather an accidental than neceſſa- 
ry circumſtance of Fever. 


\ XVXVI. 

a The Symptoms of Fever (XVI.) 

n obſervably vary very conſiderably in 

— Degree, in Modification, in Time of acceſ- 

y ſion from Cauſes, Habit, Situation, and 

e accidental circumſtances; a Source from 
which originate all its VARIETIES.— 
INFLAMMATORY,—-M1x'r,--Nxzrvous, 
—MALIGNANT,—SPOTTED,—PUER- 
PERAL, Cc. 

ſs 

d- XXVII. 

N. 

ri- REMOTE Càusz;s. 


Prediſponent Cauſes (XI.) — A deli- 
| B cate, 
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cate, *veak, and impreſſible Organization, 
(I) ariſing from Age, Temperament, Sex, 


or other circumſtances, may be pre- 


ſumed $0 favour the acceſſion of Fe- 


-ver, (XVI.) or to conſtitute FEBRILE 


PREDISPOSITION. (XI.) 


Occaſional Cauſes, (XII. EFTLUVYIA, 
or CONT AGION, peculiar, ſubtile, inviſi- 
ble, poiſonous, extremely active, coming in 


contact with the living Body, in due 


degree, Obſervation manifeſts, poſſeſs 
the power to occaſion or excite Fever, 


or to become a deranging febrile 


Power, often ſo irreſiſtible in its im- 
preſſion, as to require no co-operation 


from Prediſpoſition. (XI.) 


XXVIII. 


The preciſe nature of Contagion 
(XXVI.— XXVII.) The deranging 
power moſt frequently and imme- 
diately exciting Fever, it is difli- 
cult, perhaps impoſſible to aſcertain: 


Although /ub#i/2, it is inconteſtibly ma- 


terial 


terial.——The ſpecific nature of the con- 
tagion of Smal!-Pox, Meaſles, Cc. 
which excite febrile Commotion, is 
equally unknown.— It appears from 
circumſtances attending the manage- 
ment of Plague (a Fever of the worſt 
kind) that its Contagion cannot be 
wafted to any great diſtance in the At- 
moſphere, 


XXIX. 


Fever, or febrile Commotion, is obſer- 
vably not ſeldom induced by diminiſb- 
ed temperature of the atmoſphere or COLD, 
by its increaſed temperature or HEAT, and 
many other cauſes, in which there 
can be no ſuſpicion of Contagion or 


morbific Matter (XXVI.) 


XXX. 
PROxIMATE Càusk. 


Facts and Reaſon univerſally con- 
B 2 cur 
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cur to maniteſt, that Life, Health, and 
conſequently all the Functions of ani- 
mal Nature, are effects or productions 
of a peculiar Organization, (II.) ſuit- 
- ed by CREATIVE Wispon to the final 
rank and mode of the Individual poſ- 
ſeſſing it.—It is therefore an uncon- 
trovertible induction, that the derange- 
ment of Animal Organization, by the 
action of remote morbific Cauſes, muſt 
neceſſarily be followed by Disz as, 
and if toa ſufficient extent, by DEATH: 
And that the Hpeciſic derangement, 
produced by febrile Cauſes, is the 
PROXIMATE CAusz of Fever, and the 
mediate or immediate origin of all its 


Symptoms.(XVI.—XXV.) and Effects. 


XXXI. 


It will not be denied, that febrile, 
as well as all other deranging Powers, 
muſt impreſs the component Parts of 
the living Animal Body, in proportion 
to their reſpective ſenſibility and delicacy 

of 


ph 
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of Organization.— The whole nervous 
Syſtem, eſpecially its ſentient Extremities, 
exquiſitely expanded upon every point 
of the extenſive ſurface of the Body, 
will be therefore primarily deranged, 


or morbidly affected, by the direct 


action of febrile Cauſes, and become 
of courſe, the principal ſeat of the 
Proximate Cauſe.—Sudden diminution 
of healthful Vigour, a ſenſe of confu- 
fron and pain of the Head, c. tend 
to prove this circumſtance.—Thus, 
a Mildew or freezing Temperature of 
the atmoſphere, happening in Spring, 
deranges Vegetation in proportion to 
its delicacy ; its effect gradually pro- 
ceeding from the tendereſt parts of 
the tendereſt Plants, to the more reſiſt- 
ent, — the Flowers, the Foliage, the 
Stem, Orc. 


XXXII. 


Although the derangement of the 
ſentient parts of the Animal Syſtem, 


(XXX1.) affirmed to be the proximate 


B 3 Cauſe 


Exc 
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Cauſe of the Febrile State, (XXR.) be- 
cauſe induced by its remote Cauſes, be 
impalpable, or not demonſtrable viſibly 
or anatomically, like its graſſer morbid 
Derangements, Swelling, Wound, Ulcer, 
Luxation, &c. it cannot juſtly be 
denied, that it is equally real. — Its 
obſervable Effects, or the Symptoms 
already detailed, immediately ori- 
ginating from it, convincingly prove 
its exiſtence, — Where is the Anato- 
miſt who will pretend to diſcriminate 
betwixt a portion of dead and living 
Brain, the circumſtances of Bleeding 
and Motion abſtracted, which muſt 
be poſſeſſed by the latter? Yet by the 
ſuppoſition, the derangement of the 
former is fatal (it may have been fe- 
brile)therefore real; but it is impalpable. 


XXXIII. 


Notwithſtanding the concluſive per- 
ſpecuity and beautiful ſimplicity of 
the Doctrine of the * vere; 4 
of 


mas my 
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of the febrile State as detailed, it has 
been hitherto overlooked, and Dzrpt- 
LITY, SPASM, c. have been ſubſti- 


tuted — Attempts have been made to 


ſupport theſe opinions by ſyſtems of 
argumentation, in themſelves not a 
little obſcure and unintelligible, and in 


their conſequences probably hurtful. 


 XXXIV. 

Drzllirv is a comparative term 
expreſſive of diminiſhed Vigour; but 
healthful vigour is inconteſtibly the 
direct production of healthful Organi- 
zation; Debility muſt of courſe be the 
immediate effect of deranged Organi- 
zation ; it is obviouſly therefore, on- 
ly a Symptom of the febrile State, of 


which it is fallaciouſly affirmed to be 
the Eſence or proximate Cauſe. 


TT 41a LITE 
Diminiſhed vis or Debility, 
(XXXlI.) 


1» FECEY. 


(XXX11.) muſt either ſuffer t- ¾⁰ Modi. 
feations, or flow from two oppoſite States 
of the Animal Syſtem. —That which is 
the ſudden and direct effect of the im- 
preſſion inflicted by febrile deranging 
Powers, muſt be greatly different from 
that which remains after the ce/ation 
of Fever, or is produced by Waſte and 
" FEmaciation of the component Parts of 
the Body.— The former flows from 
obſtructed nervous Energy, the Tex- 
ture of the muſcular parts remaining 
unwaſted and undiminiſhed ; the lat- 
ter, probably, from a diminution of 
the Coheſion of the muſcular Texture, 
conſidered as a ſimple Solid, emaciat- 
ed and waſted, the nervous Energy 
not obſtructed.— Ihe former may be 
termed febrile, the latter chronic Debi- 
lity. , 


XXVVI. 


Selxil SD (admitting its exiſtence in 
Fever, which however ſtill remains to 
a 


in 
to 
be 
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be proved) whatever definition be im- 
poſed upon it, can only be a Modifica- 
tion of muſcular Action.— It is not al- 
ledged to be Elaſticity of the ſimple So- 
lid, and therefore muſt be the effect of 
pre-exiſting Derangement of the ner- 
vous Syſtem, the ſource of Action 
and Motion; conſequently cannot be 
the proximate Cauſe of the febrile State, 
nor a part of it; independently of the 
inconceivability of its flowing from 


Debility, while itſelf implies the pre. 


ſence of Vigour.* _ 


XXVII. 


If it has been demonſtrated that 
Debility and Spaſm ſeperately, can ne- 
ver become proximate Cauſes of Fe- 
ver, it will not be a little abſurd to 
contend, that combinedly, they may 
conſtitute it; then indeed two Nega- 
tives would form a Poſitive. 

| XXXVIII. 


Alonia gignit Spaſimum. 
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XXXVIII. 


The whole Symptoms of Fever 
eaſily receive a rational and ſatigfactory 
explanation from the Propoſition, that 
* ſpecific Derangement of Organiza- 
* tion is its Proximate Cauſe,” they 
flow from it natively and neceſſarily, 
as from a centre. — In vain hitherto, 
has this been attempted from the Hy- 
potheſis, that Debility and Spaſm, or 
both, are its Proximate Cauſes. It alſo 
leads to concluſions in the Cure of Fe- 
ver equally rational and fimple, as will | 
afterwards appear. 


XXXIX. 


The Febrile State once eſtabliſhed, 


generally endures for a length of time, 


more or leſs conſiderable.— Its pro- 
tracted Courſe or Duration is perhaps a- 
ſcribable to one of two Cauſes.— Either, 


1. To the degree of Derangement 
inſtan- 


ver 
ory 
hat 
Za- 
hey 
1y, 
rto, 
Hy- 
, or 
alſo 
Fe- 
will 
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inſtantaneouſly inflicted by the Febrile 
Contagion, ſuppoſed in conſequence 
to become effete, and to produce no 
poſterior Impreſſion.— Or, 


2. To the Derangement induced by 
the firſt aſſault of the Febrile Conta- 
gion, augmented afterwards by its 
Preſence and continued Action. 


Analogy of the action of Poiſon, 
and the circumſtances of poiſoned 
Wound, favours the aſſumption of the 
latter, as the cauſe of the Duration of 
Fever, which muſt be neceſlarily vari- 
ous. 


XL. 


The Quantity and Duration of the 
Febrile State muſt neceſſarily be in 
proportion to the derangement of 
Organization, which muſt be as the 
force of its cauſes ; the futility there- 
fore is obvious, of ſuppoſing that the 
courſe of the varieties of Fever H 
" © certain 
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certain Limits, or will be terminated on 
certain days, named therefore CRITI- 
car DAxs: it is refuted by daily Ex- 
perience.— The prevalence of this opi- 
nion, like the pretenſions of the an- 
cient AUGURs, is poſſibly the effect of 
ſuperſtition, the creature of Igno- 
rance, which is more or leſs blended 
with Science 1n certain ſtages of its 
progreſs. 


XLI. 
Of the EVENT. 


A juſt Efimate of the termination 
of Fever, whether in RRECONVALEs- 
CENCE or DEATH, or a Redification or 
total Deſtruction of vital Organization, 
can only be formed from a compara- 
tive Viewof its Quantity, collected from 
the intenſity of Symptoms; therefore 
2a work of Experience. Much expec- 
tation may always be entertained from 
the Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIV.) 

| XLII. 


* 
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XLII. 


Of the Cure. 


- The Cauſes of Death from Fever, 
muſt either be the irreparable Degree 
of derangement of Organization, ſuf- 
fered by the ſentient parts of the Ani- 
mal Syſtem ; or the accidental Enormity 
of one or more of its Symptoms ; Ob- 
ſervation and Diſſection demonſtrate 
the truth of this affirmation. 


XLIII. 


Attempts ſuddenly to arreſt or ex- 
tinguiſh the Febrile Courſe, have gene- 
rally proved unſucceſ5ful.—lndeed from 
Analogy there is noreaſon to entertain 
an oppolite expectation ; the groſſer 
and more palpable Derangements, can- 
not by any means be inſtantaneouſly 
rectiſied.— Eſſays to this purpoſe, can 
never be indifferent or innacent ; moſt 
frequently they are likely to be de- 

C ftructive ; 


ſirufive ; it is to be feared they have 
not ſeldom been fatal, as well by in- 
creaſing the Derangement of Organi- 
zation, as by impeding or extinguiſhing 
the Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIIII.) 


XLIV. 


It is warrantable to conclude.from 
the preceding Argumentation, that the 
direct removal of the Proximate Cauſe 
of Fever, or the refification of the 
febrile Derangement of Organization, 
muſt chiefly be left to the Plaſtic Pro- 
ceſs, (XIIII.) which is experimentally 
equalto this taſk within certain Limits. 
—— Theſe obviouſly ought never to be 
defined; they are often more extended 
than preſuming ArT is diſpoſed to 
admit: and not ſeldom ſtruggle ſuc- 

- ceſsfully againſt its prepoſterous Inter- 
ference. | 


xl. v 


q" 
1144 


XLV. 


PRINCIPLES of CURE. 


From a review of the Cauſes and 
Nature of Fever (XXX.) thus exhibited, 
the following CuraTivs PRINCIPLES 
are natively deducible. 


I, PRoMoTION of the Plaſtic or 


Healing Proceſs. (XIIII.) 


II. ALLEVIATION of Enormous Symp- 
toms. (XIII.) 


XLVI. 


FIRST PRINCIPLE. 


The firſt Principle in the Cure of 
Fever, (XLV.) evidently implies, 


I. The Removal of febrile Cauſes. 
(XXVII.) 


II. The Avoiding of every Applica- 
tion that tends to derange or diſturb the 
Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIV.) 

C 2 XLVII. 
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XLVn. 

The Removal of occaſional Cauſes 

(XLVI.) is of obvious neceſſity, and is 

effected by extreme Attention to 
CLEANNESS : this includes, 


I. VENTILATION, or a proper at- 
moſphere. | 


2. BAaTRING, tepid, general and par- 
wa. 


3. CLoaTHs frequently cleaned. 


The advantages of this Manage- 


ment, ſanctioned by Facts and Deduc- 


tion, are obvious and important, and 
never to be neglected. 


XLVIII. 


The Avoiding of deranging Meaſures 
and Subſtances, (XLVI. ) a practice high- 


I 
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ly rational, implies exemption from un- 


due Degrees of 
es Hear, 
1s 
to LicnT, 
Nolsk, 
AGITATION, 


RETENTION of Excrementitious 
Matter. 


Theſe Degrees ought evidently to 
be moderate, becauſe deranging. For a 
the ſame reaſon, many applications, 
erroneouſly ſuppoſed to be curative, 
muſt be interdicted ; namely, 


1.EMETICs, or Vomiting Subſtances: 


2. SUDORIFICS, or Sweating Sub- 
ſtances : | 


3. EPISPASTIC, or Bliſtering Sub- 
ſtances, 


C 3 XLIX, 
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XLIX. 
EMETI cs. 

Emetic, Vomiting, or Nauſeating 
Drugs, have been hitherto almoſt uni- 
verſally adminiſtered during the Courſe 
of Fever, (XVI.) eſpecially at its Com- 


mencement, under various PRETEX TS. 
The following are chief ones : 


1. To evacuate Morbiſic Matter or 
Noxious Subſtances from the Stomach 
and firſt Paſſages. 


2. To ſecond the operation of Spon- 
taneous Vomiting. 


3. To remove Spaſm of the extreme 


Veſſels, ſuppoſed to exiſt, and to give 
Duration to the Fever. 


4. To ſhake of the Fever. 


1. 


The moſt commonly employed E- 
| metics 
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metics (XLVI.) are, Tpecacuanha-root 
and Antimony This laſt, combined 
with vegetable Acid; or variouſly cal- 
cined, and named Antimonial Wine,— 
Emetic Tartar, —Nitrated Calx of An- 
timony,— James Powder. 


Antimomal Preparations, on ac- 
count of their activity, have obtained 
a preference in attempts to cure Fe- 
ver (XLI.) and their application has. 
been perſiſted in, not only for Hours, 
but Days ſucceſſively. 


1 LI. 


The Effects of Emetic or Nauſeating 
Subſtances (XLVIII.) in Fever, appear 


2 to be not only negatively, but pgſitively 
oy Deſtructive and Deranging, in what- 
ever light they may be conſidered. 
LII. 
d E- The firſt Pretext for employing E- 


1etics metics 
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metics in Fever (XLVII.) is groundleſs. 
There is no Morbific Matter in the 


Stomach, at leaſt not any removable 


by Emetic Action. The remains of 
Food, or other matters effuſed in the 


Stomach or neighbourhood, ſuch as 


Bile, &c. ſuppoſed to be Noxious, 
will be readily and completely Ejected 
by Spontaneous Vomiting, a very con- 
ſtant Symptom of Febrile Attack. 
(XXII.) 


LIII. 


The ſecond Pretext for employing 
Emetics in Fever, (XLVII.) however 
ſpecious, is abundantly ambiguous. 
It has been ſhewn, that Febrile Spaſm, 
(ſuppoling its exiſtence) can only be a 
Symptom, not a Cauſe of Fever, or of its 
Duration. (XL.) A removal of it, al- 
though procurable by Emetic Action, 
can therefore only be temporary, be- 
cauſe it will recur while its Cauſe re- 
mains; but its Cauſe is the Proxi- 


mate Cauſe of Fever, which is more 
| likely 


EEE. ii... 2 ds 


reren 3. 


likely to be rivetted and extended 
than removed, or even alleviated by 
Vomiting. 


LIV. 


The third Pretext for employing 
Emetics in Fever (XLVII.) is fallacious. 
It has been aſſirmed, that Spontaneous 
Vomiting, connected with Fever at its 
acceſſion, is a Symptom originating from 
its Proximate Cauſe, (XXII.) not more 
therefore than any other to be regarded 
as a ſalutary or healing Effort, to be ar- 
tificially ſeconded and promoted. 
Viewing it as the effect of the dictate of 
an imaginary ſemi-rational Power, named 
VIS MEDICATRIX, ſuppoſed to pre- 
ſide over the motions of the Animal 
Oeconomy, is a hurtful Deluſion. It 
is a Symptom conſtantly of Compreſſion 
of the Brain ; of Inflammation of the 
Brain, of the Stomach, &'c. of great Loſs 
of Blood, &'c. and is imputable, with 
equal juſtice, to the ſuperintending 
influence of the ſame Power. But 

| how 
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how Deranging and Deſtructive in 
theſe Affections would be the Effects of 
Emetics 


LV. 


The fourth Pretext for employing 
Emetics in Fever, (XLVI.) is too in- 
definite and unphiloſaphical to merit ſe- 
rious refutation. The idea of Curing 
Fever, by playing at Foot-Ball, does not 

| 1 one more ridiculous. | 


LIVE. 


The Mechanical effects of Vomiting 
areobviouſly Diſtracting and Deranging, 
and muſt therefore not only not fa- 
vour and promote the Plaſtic Proceſs 
(XIV.) in Fever, but may perniciou/ly 
diſturb, and fatally extinguiſh it. 
The Fluids are impelled by it with 

"uncommon force, and in unuſual 
| quantity, to the numerous and delicate 
* vaſcular branches, intermixed with IM © 

every 


/ 
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every fibre of the Brain, (to which a 
Morbid Determination often pre-ex- 
iſts;) and Nervous Syſtem, the immedi- | 
ate Seat of the Proximate Cauſe of 
Fever, (XXXI.) and of the Plaſtic Pro- 
ceſs. (XIIII.) Huſbed Face, Flow of Blood 
from the Noſe, &c. are often its diſtract- 
ing viſible Conſequences. 


LVIL. . - 


ot, Vomiting, from what is premiſed, 


(LVI.) may not unjuſtly be regarded as 
violent Exerciſe, peculiarlyill-timedand di- 
ſtracting in Fever. Candid Experience, 
it is much to be feared, can furniſh 
too many Inſtances, not ſeldom fatal, 
in proof of this aſſertion. It is there- 
fore as a Power negatively and poſi- 


tively Deranging, rationally reproba- 
ted. 


Who adminiſters Emetics to Cure 
the groſer Morbid Derangements, 
Wound, Fracture, Oc? They might 
be exhibited as rationally in the * 

0 
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of theſe, as in that of Fever. It is a- 
ſtoniſhing and lamentable, that their 
employment in Fever hitherto has 
been ſo promiſcuous and general. Hu- 
manity recoils from the idea, and 
wiſhes to veil the conſequent Havock. 


LVIII. 
SUDORIFICS. 


_ Sudorific, Diaphoretic,- or Sweat- 
ing Subſtances, (XLVI.) have been 
very generally and hurtfully admini- 
ſtered in attempts to Cure Fever, un- 
der various Pretexts: Such as, 


1. To expel Morbific Matter. 


2. To ſecond or imitate Spontaneous 
Sweating. 


3. To remove Spaſm, ſuppoſed to 


exilt in the extreme Veſlels of the cu- 
taneous Surface. 


LIX, 
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The firſt Pretext under which Sudo- 
rifics (LVI.) have been employed in 
Fever, is prepoſterous ; becauſe, if the 
Morbific Matter, after its firſt im- 
preſſion becomes effete, (XXXIX.) its 
Evacuation, although practicable by 
Sudorifics, is wnnecefſary : In due 
time it will be ejected ſpontancoully. 
Or if after its firſt impreſſion its De- 
ranging Activity continue, it muſt be 
either intangled in the ſolid, or pro- 
miſcuouſly blended with the fluid 
Parts of the Body, or both, and there- 
fore not diſchargeable by Sudorifics, 
however powerful. Thoſe ſuppoſed 
ſpecially qualified to produce this ef- 
tect, were named Alexipharmics. 


„ Win 


1 


The ſecond Pretext under which 
Sudorifics have been employed in Fe- 
ver, l ) is probably not leſs fallacious 

D than 


38 Of F E v E R. 


than that urged in vindication of the uti- 
lity of Emetics. (XLIX.) Spontaneous 
Stoeating, like Spontaneous Vomiting, 
isnot unfrequently a native or acciden- 
tal Symptom of Fever; if at any time 
connected with a ſalutary Tendency, 


it is rather the F#e# than Cauſe of it: 


therefore not to be induſtriouſly ſolli- 
cited by Sudorifics. If Sweating were 

. * e 
warranted by experience, plentiful te- 
pid Dilution or Drink would obviouſly be 
the leaſt deranging Means of procuring 
| Sa 


The third Pretext under which Su- 
dorifics have been employed in Fever, 


(LVI.) ſeems not only to be ambiguous, 


but prepeſterous; becauſe the exiſtence of 
Febrile Spaſm is not ſatisfactorily de- 
monſtrated; and although this were 
effected, it might be removed or re- 
laxed, by means leſs Deranging of the 


Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIV.) 


LXII. 
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LXII. 


The Idea of removing, or rather 
overcoming the ſuppoſed Spaſm of the 
extreme Veſſels, by the action of Eme- 
tics and Sudorifics in Fever, impelling 
forcefully the Fluids to the Surface, is 
obviouſly rude and mechanical, and op- 
poſite diametrically to the action of 
the Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIIII.) 


LXIIT. 


Sudorifics, —Contrayerva Powder, 
Volatile Alkali, Emetics blended with O- 
pium, &'c. produce Sweating, chiefly 
by their ſtimulant Power, augmenting 
Motion, and Animal Heat, therefore 
deſtructively deranging, and juſtly re- 
probated in Fever ; in which thefe cir- 


cumſtances already prevail to a Mor- 
bid Degree. 


D 2 LXIII. 
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LXI ls. 

| EpispASTICs. 
Epiſpaſtic or Bliſtering Subſtances, 
ſometimes named (Sinapiſims), con- 
trary to every rational Idea, have 
very univerſally been applied to the 
Surface of the Body in Fever. (XVI.) 
The Head, the Back, the Arms, the 
Thighs, the Ankles, the Feet, Cc. 
have ſuffered their depredations in 


ſucceſſion. Senſibility or Delicacy of 
ſenſation, whether derived from Sex 


or Conſtitution, has in vain ſollicited 


exemption from their undiſtinguiſh- 


ing Carnage. —Becauſe, by their ac- 
tion, Diſeaſe is ſuperadded to Diſeaſe; 
Excoriation, Inflammation, and ſome- 


times Strangury to Fever. They are 


manifeſtly deranging Powers, and 
therefore are ill ſuited to promote or 


fecond the Plaſtic Proceſs in the Cure 


of Fever. (LV.) The following are 
the 


ö a ns Be 
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the moſt noted Pretexts alledged in 


apology for their employment. 


1. To remgve Spaſm of the extreme 
ſuperficial veſſels. 


2. Toexcite the Motions of the Body. 


LXV. 


The firſt Pretext for employing 
Epiſpaſtics in Fever (LXIIII.) is am- 
biguous, It has been already ſhewn, 
that Spaſm, (admitting its exiſtence, 
can only be a Symptom of Fever, 
(XXXVI.) but no Application ſeems 
better ſuited to augment and confirm 
Spaſm, than Epiſpaſtic matters, eſpe- 
cially Spaniſh Flies. Inflammatory De- 
rangement, which has been alledged 
to conſiſt in Spaſm, is the direct effect 
of their action. They can only oc- 
caſion a flight Determination of the 
circulating Fluids to the ſmall portion 
D 3 of 
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8 of the Surface of the Body they cover, 
10 a an event which would ſeem to coun- 
7 teract any general antiſpaſmodic effect 
expected from them; becauſe a Deter- 
mination to one Point, neceſſarily infers 
a 1 Revul 2 on from every 
other one. nl 


* 


The ſecond Pretext for the appli- 
cation of Epiſpaſtics in Fever, (LXIIII.) 
: although admitted to be valid, can 

feldom exiſt; becauſe an Exceſs of Ex- 
citement, Motion, or vaſcular Action, is 
greatly eſſential to Fever, and requires 
rationally to be circumſcribed and 
checked rather than ſtimulated, as will 
ee, ne 


TC? 


: f 


LXVII. 


That Epiſpaſtics abſtract a portion 
U of the Serofity of the: circulating 
I * Fluids 
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Fluids is manifeſt, (it is their chief ef- 
fect) but in ſo far they deſtroy the pro- 
portion of the ſeveral component parts 
of the common Maſs; a Change which 
may as readily happen to be hurtful as 
beneficial : unleſs therefore in caſes of 
topical Pain, Congeſtion, &c. exiſting 
after due Abſtraction of Blood has 
been premiſed, they are not admiſſi- 
ble in the Cure of Fever. 


LXVIH. 
is SECOND Paiverrir. 
res 0 
nd The ſecond Principle of e in 
vill Fever, (XLV.) as its application con- 


ſiſts in a ju/# and comparative Diſ- 

crimination, demands a full exertion 

of decerning Experience. Happy, thrice 

happy the Sick, to whom Heaven 
ſends Practitioners duly poſſeſſing * 

ion quality his leads to a 
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REVIEkw of SYMPTOMS. 


LXIX. > 


Altered Degree of Vigour. (XVIII.) 


Diminiſhed Vigour or Debility, at 
leaſt in ſome of the Functions, is more 
or leſs manifeſt and eſſential to Fever; 
its degree is aſcertained from the ge- 
neral complection of the Fever, par- 
ticularly from the condition of the 


Pulſe. It has been ſhewn to be the 


immediate effect of Febrile Derange- 
ment of the Organization of the 
Nervous Syſtem, and conſequent ob- 


ſtruction of its Energy. (XXXV.) It 


is direfly removable by the Plaſtic 
Proceſs only, and not inflantly, but 
indirectiy by Remedies. (XV.) When 
Debility therefore is deemed enor- 
mous, the moſt natural Remedy for 
effecting its alleviation, by ſeconding 
the Plaſtic Proceſs, is a frequent and 
proportioned adminiſtration of AI- 
MENT, | 


LXX. 


of FEVER” # 
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LXX. 


VEGETABLES and VINOUs LIQUORS 
are the moſt ſuitable cordial alimenta- 


ry Articles, for many reaſons, 1 in Fever. 
(LXIX.) 


LXXI. 


Dzxves or Pharmaceutic Matters, 
can have no permanent cordial In- 
fluence in Fever; on the contrary, 
they often produce a deſtructive one, 
by diſturbing the digeſtive Function 
of the Stomach, and conſequently pro- 
portionally impeding the Aſſimulation 
and nutritious Application of the Ali- 
ment, the only $UBsTANTIAL CORDIAL 
and CERTAIN SOURCE of permanent 
Vigour. 


} 


LXXII. 


It is confidently affirmed, that a 
LAY Pint 
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Pint of Panada or Grue! will more 
permanently obviate and alleviate 
Debility, than a proportionate quan- 
tity of any Drugs named oſtenta- 
tioulty Stimulant and Tonic; eſpeci- 
ally if the primary Febrile Debility 
(XXXI.) has been increaſed by acceſ- 
fion of Putridity, (XXV.) a circum- 
ſtance likely to happen in the advan- 
ced ſtages of Fever. 


ILXXIII. 


Altered Degree of the Circulation of the 
FLuips. (XVI.) 


It is admitted, that the Circulation 
of the Fluids becomes quickened 
and unequable in Fever; a degree 
of it is eſſential to its Exiſtence. 
It has been ſhewn to be the im- 
mediate or ſecondary effect of the 
Febrile Derangement of the Organi- 
zation of the Nervous Syſtem, and 
altered ſtate of Senſation of the veſ- 

ſels, 


of FEVER. 47 
ſels, thence originating; (XIX.) its 
Enormity, ſometimes producing Con- 
geſtion, Inflammation, Effuſivn, &c, 
in various parts of the Body, (which 
would ſeem frequently to be a fatal cir- 
cumſtance,) is aſcertained by attention 
to the frength and frequency of the Pul- 
ſation of the Arteries, to the exiſtence 
of topical Pain, Oppreſſion, Raving, &c. 


LXXIV. 


It will not be denied, that the 
Luantity of the Blood or Circulating 
Maſs, to a certain degree, contributes 
to its own Motion; and conſequently 
to the production of the effects of its E- 
normity in Fever now recited. (LXX.) 


The Alleviation of theſe obviouſly re- 


quires its proportional Diminution : 
which being a powerful Remedy, 


(XV.) is to be conducted with much 
diſcretion. 


LXXV. 


> 


ran 


LAXV. 
Ihe quantity of the Blood or Maſs 


of Fluids, in Circulation, is diminiſhed 
directly by | 1 


1. BLOOD-LETTING. 
2. PURGING. 
indirectly by 


3. ABSTINENCE. 


ILXXVI. 
BLooD-LET,TING. 


Abſtraction of Blood, Blood-letting, 
Bleeding, effected Through an Open- 
ing or Wound of any ſof the larger 
Branches of the vaſcular Syſtem, from 
the ſudden diffuſion of its effects, is 
named general Blood.letting--Through 
Openings of its ſmaller or extreme 

Branches, 
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Branches, its effects being diffuſed 


more gradually, is named topical Blood- 
letting. It is eaſily demonſtrable, that 
the ultimate effects of both Modes 
are neceſſarily e ſame. The general 
Blood. letting, therefore, as being 79 
commodious, may, for the moſt part be 
ſo managed, as to fuperſede the topi- 
cal One ; the former is performed by 


the Lancet; the latter by Cupping or 


Leeching. This laſt is obvioully a 
leſs deranging Mode than Cupping, and 


therefore more eligible in Fever. 


LXXVII. 


PURGING. 


Purging diminiſhes the quantity of 
the Maſs in Circulation, by abſtraction 
of a portion of its ſerous part, which 
ſo far as it alters the proportion ex- 


iſting betwixt it and the others, is a 


Mode more exceptionable than Blood- 
letting, and in general may be ſuper- 
ſeded by it. a : 

E LXX VIII. 
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LXXVIII. 


The Subſtances which produce Pur- 
ging, named CATHARTICS, act by ſti- 
mulating the Inteſtines or Bowels; by 
which the ſecretions performable there 
are augmented; hence their Effect. 
But they are deranging in proportion 
to their ſtimulant Power, therefore 
proportionally exceptionable in Fever, 
becauſe adding to the Diſeaſe, or im- 
peding the Plaſtic Proceſs. (XIIII.) 


LXXIX. 


From what is premiſed, (LXXVIII.) 
when Purging is indicated, the leaſt ſti- 
mulant Cathartics are obviouſly to be 
preferred. The NEUTRAL SALTs poſ- 


ſeſs this character. 
LXXX, | 


A wide | diftinAion vides exiſts 
betwixt 


3 


* 


ts 
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betwixt a mere diſcharge of Excremen- 
titious Matter from the Inteſtines, and 
Purging conſidered as a means of 
directly diminiſhing the quantity of 
the Fluids in Circulation; the former 
is ſimply the Removal of offenſive Mat- 
ter from the Surface of the Syſtem, 
and 1s included under the firſt Cura- 
tive Principle. (XLVIII.) 


LXXXI. 
ABSTINENCE, 


It is a demonſtrable Truth, that Ab- 
ſtinence from food ultimately, altho” 
not directly and inſtantly, diminiſhes 
the Quantity of the Fluids in Circula- 
tion, as certainly as the direct Means 
now recited. (LXXV.) 


ILXXXII. 


In Fever, diminiſhed Appetite for 
tolid Food, is a Symptom, or effect of 
E 2 a 
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a Symptom, (XXII.) and conſtantly, 
in a greater or leſs degree, prevails. 
Abſtinence therefore ſpontaneouſſy and 
neceſſarily operates. It is not intention- 


ally as a Remedy to be too much incul- 


cated, becauſe it is the chief and moſt 
natural Agent to counteract Putridity, 
one of the moſt formidable Events in 
Fever. 


LXXXIII. 


Exceſſive Abſtraction from the quan- 
tity of the fluids in Circulation, as a 
deranging Power fundamentally ſub- 
verſive of the Plaſtic Proceſs, (XIV.) 
is anxiouſly to be avoided. It is 
an Error, flowly, if at all, reparable 
in the Cure of Fever. : 


LXXXIV. 


Altered Degree of Temperature. (XXI.) 


It has been ſhewn, that increaſed 
Temperature 
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Temperature of the Body in Fever, 
connected with increaſed degree of 
Circulation of the Fluids, and conſe- 
quently with increaſed vaſcular Ac- 
tion, is not the immediate Effect of 


the Proximate Cauſe of Fever. ( XXX.) 


It is therefore a plain Induction, that 
Febrile Temperature, or Animal Heat, 
become enormous, (aſcertained by com- 
pariſon) will re- act and form a Stimu- 
lant deranging Power, and of courſe 
not only augment itſelf, but alſo the 
other Symptoms. 


LXXXV. 


The Enormity of Febrile Tempera- 
ture, (LXXXIV.). muſt obviouſly be 


alleviated indirealy, by the action of 


the Remedies enumerated, as tending 


to moderate the courſe of the Circu- 


lation of the Fluids (LXXIII.); and 
directly, by the contact of every ſub- 
ſtance of inferior Temperature, or 
which contain leſs Heat or Fire : They 

E 3 | are 


» — 0 — — 


| 
| 
: 
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are named RerrIcERANTS; the moſt 


commodious Applications of this cha- 
racter are, 


1. CoLD AiR.. 
2, Cou.d Drink and Foor:. 


3. Cold Barth. 


LXXXVI.. 
CoLD Al R. 


Ventilation, or a Free admiſſion of 
Air, as a means of removing occa- 
fional febrile Cauſes, or as a negative 
Remedy in Fever, is comprehended 
under the firſt Principle of Cure. 
(XLVII.) Occaſionally by proper ma- 
nagement, it is convertible into a 
poſitive and powerful Refrigerant 
Remedy. (LXXXV.) 


IXXXVII. 


of FEVER 5x 


Fire, and conſequently Animal 
Heat, is naturally diffuſible through 
matter of every diverſity ; or rather 
cannot be circumſcribed or confined : 
conſequently is abſtracted proportion- 
ally from Bodies of a higher, by Bo- 
dies of a lower Temperature, accord- 
ing to their reſpective Capacities of 
tranſmitting or retaining Fire. 


 LXXXVIII. 


The Temperature. of the human 


Body in Health raiſes the Mercury in 


Farenheit's Thermometer to about the 
96th degree, and in Fever it mounts 
it proportionally bigher.. That of the 
Atmoſphere ſeldom is. ſo great as to 
raife it to.60 degrees in the Temperate 
Zones. It is then evident, that Air may 
powerfully, conſtantly and uſefully, 
be employed as a refrigerant Remedy 
in Fever. It is experimentally a ſooth- 


ang 
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ing Application, a celeſtial natural Re- 
frigerant, contributing in every view, 
within moderate limits, to the Plaſtic 
Proceſs. (XIV.) It has been much 
too long cruelly and irrationally 
debarred by the abettors of the Alexi- 
pharmic Practice already reprobated. 
(LIX.) | 


LXXIX. 


— 


Cop DRIxNk and Foop. 


The expediency of adminiſtering 
Drink and Aliment of a low Tempera- 
ture as Remedies in Fever, conducive 
directly to alleviate the Febrile Heat 
and other Symptoms, from what is 
premiſed, is too glaring to require illu- 
ſtration. (LXXXV.) They are neceſſa- 
rily Refrigerant Remedies, more limit- 
ed and temporary in their application 
and action than Cold Air, and there- 
fore proportionally leſs powerful. 


XC. 
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þ 7 a 
CoLD BaTH. 


The application of the Cold Bath, 


or of Water comparatively of a low 


Temperature to the cutaneous Sur- 


face of the Body, as a direct Refri- 
gerant in Fever, ſtands inconteſtibly 
juitihable upon the ſame Principles 
as other cold Applications. It 1s 
not eaſy to conceive why cold. Water, 
applied to the cutaneous Surface or 
Skin in moderate degree, ſhould not 
prove a Remedy as uſefully refrige- 
rant, as Cold Drink applied to. the 
inteſtinal Surface or Stomach ; and 
Cold Air applied to the pulmonary 
Surface or Lungs. In the more fri- 
gid Climates, its. Application will be 
ſuperſeded generally by that of the 
Others: Experience has not ſufficient- 
ly decided on this point as to other cir- 
cumſtances. | 


XCl. 


XCl. 


Beſide the dletetic and natural re- 
frigerant Remedies already enumerat- 
ed, as tending to alleviate, as well di- 
rectly as indirectly, the Enormity of 
Febrile Temperature, ſeveral Drugs 
or Pharmaceutic Subſtances have been 
employed ; becauſe ſuppoſed to poſſeſs 
like Powers, they are referable to 


1. SIMPLE BAL'TS. 
2. NEUTRAL SALTS. 


3. METALLIC SALTS. 


XCII. 


The Opinion that the enumerated 
Pharmaceutic Matters (XCI.) poſſeſs 
refrigerant Powers in Fever, ſeems to 

this 
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be not a little fallacious, as well in 
Theory as Practice: If they poſleſs 
this Quality, they muſt exert it on one 
or other of the following Principles : 


1. Diredtly, by abſorbing a part 
of the Animal Heat, and proportional- 
ly diminiſhing the Febrile 'Tempera- 
ture, 


2. Indirefly, by a Sedative Action 
proportionally ſuperſedirig the accu- 
mulation of Heat, whither flowing 
from Vaſcular Action, or other Sources. 


XXIII. 


The comparatively ſmall Quantity 
or Doſe to which the application of 
Pharmaceutic Matters are neceſſarily 
reſtricted, renders the expectation of 
their ating advantageoully on the firſt 
Principle, vain and ridiculous. (XCII.) 


X CIV, 


Xclv. 


The direct evidence that Saline Sub- 
ſtances, and conſequently the reputed 
Refrigerants enumerated, (XCl.) poſ- 
ſeſs Qualities, /en/ebly timulant ; and the 
ambiguous one, that they at the ſame 
time poſſeſs /edative Powers, almoſt 
ſubverts the credibility of their acting 
on the ſecond Principle. (XCII.) 


. 
SIMPLE SALTS, 


Simple Salts are Acid or Alkaline, 
The firſt alone has been ſuppoſed to 
poſleſs Refrigerant Powers: of theſe 
the Vice Acid diluted with water, 
and the Vegetable Acid, have been chief- 
ly recommended in Fever as Ref 
rant Subſtances. 


XCVI. 


If 
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| XCVI: 
NEUTRAL SALTS. 


Of the neutral Salts ſo named, be- 


cauſe Combinations of the acid and 
alkaline ſimple Salts. (XCV.) Nitre, 


or Salt Petre, and Saline Fulep, have 
obtained moſt reputation in Fever, as 
refrigerant Remedies. 


XCVII. 
METALLIC SALTS. 


Of the numerous Metallic Salts, or 
combinations of the Salts (chiefly the 
{imple and acid Ones) with Mezals ; 
the Salt or Sugar of Lead, has ſingly 
been mentioned as containing refrige- 
rant Virtues. They are all more likely 
to be deſtructive than curative in Fe- 
ver, for reaſons eaſily aſſignable. 

F XCVIII. 
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XCVIII. 


The conſideration, that, ſaline Mat- 
ters (ſuppoſing them to be admitted 
into the circulating Maſs) may increaſe 
its /imulant Power, in proportion as 
they augment its /a/ine Nature, and 
conſequently, add to vaſcular Action, 
which 1s evidently connected as a Cauſe 
with animal Heat; throws an addition- 
al damp upon the employment of any 
of them asrefrigerant ſubſtancesin con- 
ſequence of any ſuppoſed Sedative Ac- 
tion : eſpecially as Remedies more cer- 
tainly ſedative of Feeling and Motion, 
and of febrile Heat, in ſo far as it may 
depend on theſe, and leſs likely to be 
deranging or deſtructive to the Plaſtic 
Proceſs, (XLV.) are aſcertained and 
procurable. - 


XCIX. 
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XCIX. 
Altered degree of Senſibility. (XCIX.) 


The circumſtances manifeſting an al- 
teration of Senſation in Fever, as to de- 
gree and equabiliiy, have been enume- 
rated. It is evidently a prime ſymp- 
tom of febrile Derangement of the 
Nervous Syſtem; its Enormity as a 
Cauſe is aſcertained from the Intenſity 
of its Symptoms which are its Effects. 


Ce 


The Enormity of febrile Senſibility 
(XCIX.) (which it would be no diſſi- 
cult taſk to ſhew is not ſeldom a di- 


rect and indirect cauſe of Death) is al- 


leviated. 
Negatively by 
1. REMEDIES recounted under the 


firſt Principle of Cure. 
| — 2 Paſitively 


— 
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Poſitively by. 1 
2. Trip Barn. 

25 Du rion. 


4. Opriux. 


CL 


TETID BATH. 


Water heated or in which Fire 1s ac- 
cumulated tillits Temperature be more 
or leſs raiſed above that of the Atmo- 
ſphere, but ſtill below that of the ge- 
neral Surface of the Body, conſtitutes 
the TzxpiDd BaTH of which Fomenta- 
tion, Poultice, &c. are Modifications. 


CII. 


Experience univerſally ſeems to 
prove the ſoothing or  anodyne Power 
of 


4 


© 
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of the Tepid Bath (cl. ) duly regula- 
ted. It is not improbable that this Ef. 
fect is produced by the Solvent Power 
which Waterpoſleſles over the coheſion 
of the ſimple animal Solid: therefore 


evidently its application in Feverought 


to be as general and continued as poſ- 
ſible ; and its Temperature not greater 
than gently to promote its Solvent In- 
fluence : an exceſs of Temperature is 
hurtfully deranging. 


XCII. 


D1iLUTION. 


Tepid Drink or Dilution till it be 
abſorbed by the Veſſels of the Inteſ- 
tines is the Tepid Bath applied to the 
external ſurface of the Body ; after it 
is received into the Veſlels and blend- 
ed with the Fluids in Circulation, it is 
the Tepid Bath applicd to its internal 
or vaſcular ſurface (ſo to ſpeak) : and 
therefore its plentiful adminiſtration as 

F 3 a 


Remedy to alleviate febrile Senſibility, is 
juſtifiable upon the ſame Principle with 
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the uſe of the Tepid Bath. (CI.) It is 
not eaſy to conceive, that, its action 
within and without the veſlcls, ſhould 
not be the ſame. 


CIV. 


OPIUM. 


Few will be bold enough to deny, 
that Opiu uniformly produces ſooth- 
ing and anodyne Effects; or, that, it 
diminiſbes Senſibility more or leſs ſud- 
denly. Its ſtimulant effect, (if it poſ- 
ſeſſes any) is tranſient, and therefore 
to be diſregarded; it may juſtly be 


characterized, 


© Tir'd Nature's ſweet Reſtorer.“ 


Prejudices groundleſs and fanciful, 
prevail againſt its Uſe: They ſeem 
to be derived from the humoral 


Pathology, which chiefly referred 


Diſeaſe 
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Diſeaſe to morbid Alterations of the 
Fluids. Innumerable Facts manifeſt, 
that, Opium acts directly on the ſen- 
tient Solid: and, that, in Fever, judi- 
ciouſly adminiſtered, it is calculated 
to produce the moſt bliſsful Effects. 


CV. 
Altered State of Sleep. (XXIII.) 


It has been affirmed, that the al- 
tered State of Sleep in Fever, may 
be Comatoſe and Phrenitic, or depending 
on the ſtate of the Circulation of the 
Fluids: this, with extreme attention, 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from an al- 
teration of the State of Sleep origi- 
nating from febrile Senſibility: (C.) 
becauſe they demand a curative Treat- 
ment diametrically oppoſite to each 
other. A miſtake may be highly 
deſtructive, or even fatal. 


CVI. 


(Cl.) 
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CVI. 


Comatoſe or Phrenitic Sleep, (CV.) 
obviouſly demandsalleviation from the 
Remedies detailed as conducive to 
regulate the Enormity of the Circu- 
lation of the Fluids; (LXXV. ) propor- 


tionally adminiſtered. 


CVII. 


Altered State of Sleep in Fever, 
or rather febrile Watchfulneſs de- 
pending on altered Senſibility, ſo 
detrimental to the Plaſtic Proceſs, 
(XIV.) (as is evident from Analogy 
and Induction) become enormous; 
is to be alleviated by the Remedies 
which moderate febrile Senſibility. 


CVIII. 
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CVIII. 


Difturbed Refledtion. (XXIV.) 


It has been mentioned, that Raving, 
Delirium, or diſturbed Reflection, is 
a very conſtant, and often a prime 
ſymptom of febrile Derangement. It 
is almoſt impoſſible that it ſhould not. 


CIX. 
Like the altered State of Sleep, 


(CV.) febrile Delirium may flow 
from the ſtate of the Circulation of 


the Fluids, or the Derangement of the 


Nervous Syſtem ;—the former is ge- 
nerally furious, the other calm, and 
may be named conſequently phrenitic, 
and nervous or mild Delirium. The 
importance of accurate Diſcrimination 
here is obvious. The Enormity of 
the former is alleviated by the Reme- 
dies enumerated to moderate that of 


the 
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the Circulation of the Fluids, (LX XIII.) 
the latter by thoſe diminiſhing febrile 
Senſibility. Wo 


cx. 
Putridity. (XXV.) 


The Source, the Symptoms, and the 
Nature of febrile Putridity have been 
noticed. It not being a neceſſary but 
an accidental occurrence on Fever, is a 
circumſtance demanding ultimate At- 
_ tention ; becauſe its very Exiſtence is, 
as far as may be, to be ſuperſeded, and 
much more, 1s its Enormity to be alle- 
viated. It is a Power of univerſal ac- 
tion, always deranging, and often fa- 
- tally ſubverſive of the Plaſtic Proceſs. 
(XLV.) Its prevalence gives to Fever 
the denominations of Petechial or Spot- 
ted, of Putrid and Malignant, &'c. ac- 
cording to circumſtances. 


CI. 
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CXI. 


It has already been remarked, that 
the Alteration or Diminution of Vi- 
Four, a prime Symptom, or immediate 
production of the Proximate Cauſe of 
Fever, (XXX.) acquires continual aug- 
mentation, from the Acceſſion and 
Progreſs of the putrid ſaline or ſeptic 
Proceſs ; which generally more or leſs 
exiſts, eſpecially in the more advanced 
periods of Fever. It probably conſiſts 
in an exceſs of Animalization ; and its 
debilitating effects flow from its mor- 
bidly and radically affecting the com- 
poſition, ſtructure and coheſion of the 
Fluids and Solids; proportionally there- 
fore ſapping and ſuffocating the Plaſ- 
tic Proceſs. (XLV.) 


XII. 


The high Importance of counteract- 
ing the putreſcent Tendency, and of 
checking 
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checking and diminiſhing Putridity in 
Fever, (XLV.) is neceſſarily apparent. 
In Health this is effected by conſtant 
ſupplies of Aliment, eſpecially of ſuch 
as is conſiderably remote in quality 
from the animal Nature, My; ve- 
getable Subſtances. | | 


CXIN. 


From what is premiſed reſpecting 
the Nature, the Prevention, and the 
alleviation of febrile Putridity, (Cl.) 
it 1s evident that all antifebrile Reme- 
dies, enumerated under one or other 
of the Principles of Cure, (XLV.) as 
tending tocircumſcribe Fever, of which 
Putridity in a high degree is the Crea- 
tor or Effect; eſpecially the dietetic, na- 
tural, powerful Remedies, (the grand 
healing Agents in Fever) will propor- 
tionally prove antiſeptic or corrective of 
Patridity. 

3 CXIV. 
5 74 
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1 | 
? CXIV. 
x The principal antiſeptic Remedies 
7 in Fever are, 
I I. VEGETABLES. 
2. Vinous LiqQuoR, 
3 PHARMACEUTIC SUBSTANCES» 

8 
e 
) XV. : 
4 VEGETABLES. 
is 
h Daily Experience irrefutably cvinces 
1 the antiſeptic powers of Vegetables in 
1 the Animal Oeconomy. In Fever too 
d much attention cannot be paid to ad- 
1 miniſter them of proper Quality and 
f Form in abundance. Their mealy fa- | 

rinaceous Parts and Fruits are the moſt 
. proper, 


0 XCVI. 
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Vi gon, Li QU OR. 


Fermented vinous Liapor of every 
kind, comprehending the various Ales, 
as well as theſe commonly called Wines, 
are eminently antiſeptic, and of courſe 
cordial in Fever, eſpecially after any 
tendency to Inflammation has, been 
obviated. Theſe would ſeem to act 
more from the nutritious vegetable Mat- 
ter than the ardent Spirit they contain, 
It is not caſy to conceive how ardent 
Spirit ſhould produce antiſeptic, el effects 
on living animal Subſtance. The de- 
gree of Putridity, will indicate, the 
quantity in which Vegetables ought t to 


be employed. e * * 
cxvi. 
PhARMACEU TIC SUBSTANCES. 


The chief Drpgs ſuppoſed. to be an- 
tiſeptic i in Fever; are 


Fe 
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1. PERUVIAN BARK. 


2. Ae Greets Saurs. 


A 


cxvnt. | 
 Praugvian Nan | 


"Peruvian Bark, admiting its anti- 
ſep tic Power, its influence on febrile 
Putridity muſt fall greatly below that 
of the grand alimentary Antifeptics,. 
(C,) it is exceedingly indigeſtble, 
of flow Operation, and inadequate to 
produce great and general effects, in reſ- 

of the comparatively {mall Quanti- 
ty or Doſe to which in its nature it is 
| reſtricted; Its anteſeptic Power, at leaſt 
to any conſiderable extent, in the liv- 
ing Body, is not a little 4 Mae and 
ambiguous. 


cxix. 
Actp Stur TE SAL Ts. 


The 2 Influence of all ſa- 
line 
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18 abundantly ambiguous ; ; — con- 


trary one might with plaufibility be 


OY the vitriolic Acid diluted or 

Elimir of Pitriol; — the fermented and 
native Vegetable Acid, or Vinegar and 
acid Fruit, formerly mentioned as 
Refrigerants (LXXXV. ); are the ſimple 
acid Salts which have been eſteemed an- 
tiſeptic in Fever. The ſmall propor- 
tion, that, in their utmoſt Doſe . 
Paar to the whole animal maſs of 


Flüids and Solids ſuppoſed to be af. 
fected with Putridity, is demonſtrative 
of their comparative Inſignificance: 
eſpecially if it be conſidered, that- 
they are incapable of nutritious' * 
* by the animal —_— 


NED: of fy 
18 N ö » 
© Bſtinence, its effect, LXXXE 


Abſtraction of Fluids exceſſive, LXXXIIT 
Acid, vitriolie, Anteſeptic, - CXIX 


7 — —— reftigerant, - XCV f 
— vegetable fermented, anteſeptie, ib. 
ded Lets native, | — = ib. 


— — refrigerant, „ 
Agitation burtful in Ferer, XLVIII 


Air, cold, effects of W LXXXVI 
Ales, anteſeptic, di. . 
Alexipharmics, what, — LIX 
Alkali, volatile, a Sudorific, - LXIII 
Antimony, an Emetic, - L 
Antiſeptics, what, 8 - CXIII 
— enumerated, - CXIV 
B 
Bark, Peruvian, effects, - CVIII 
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in the Wo is CONNECTED with - 


( 
7 1 Of the MANNER in which the CHILD 
* its MOTHER, and NOURISHED. . 


PROPOSITION I. 


HE CHILD or its PLActnTA, is 
| not connected to the Womb by 


f 2 continuation of Veſſels, mutually tran- 
ſmitting blood. 


DEMONSTRATION... 
Fat Ic 


About fix weeks ago, I injected mi-' 
nutely the veſlels of a Female, Arteries 
and Veins, who, being very diſtorted, 
had died in Child-bed undelivered ; 
the connection of the Placenta and 


Womb, conſequently remained undi- 
ſturbed. 


"Upon the moſt attentive Diſſection, 
H not 


F486; 1 


not a Particle of the injected: Matter 
Was found i in the Ve 2 of the Pla- * 

centa, altho' its penetration had been 

ſo complete, that, portions of it were 

effuſed between the Placenta and the 

Womb, which ſeemed to have eſcaped. | 

from a few large Orifices or Openings, 

which are viſibly vaſcular Terminations 

much dilated, but which had no cor- 

reſpondent Orifices in the Placenta, 


| Independent of the Evidence ariſing 

= from the Injection, the moſt accurate 

| Inſpection, aſſiſted with a Magnifier, 
could detect no communicating, Veſ- 
ſels; One, very delicate unfilled with 
Injection, was perceived, but it ſeemed 
to be one of thoſe that are aſcertained 
to originate from the womb, and to i 
be intermixed with thoſe of the Pla- | 
centa, but not directly ee, or 
nen with them. 105 


| The Move of connection wag chiefly: 
by .adhe/ion or contact of Surfaces, be- 
; | c ſe a 


L 1 


cauſe a very low degree of force ſut- 
ed o ee the Ncgata. 3 


o 1 c 
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Fad II. 


e two weeks ago attended a 
Dirvzxr; it was in every reſpect 
comparatively eaſy, although it. Was, 


- what is called, preternatural. 1: in- 


jected Mercury or Quicłſilver into one 
of the Arteries of the Placenta; it rea- 
dily paſſed into both of them, beauti- 
fully filling their moſt minute Branch- 
es; from which it returned and filled 
the Branches and Trunk of the umbih- 
cal Vein, (there are two Arteries and 
one Vein commonly): that is, it fol- 
lowed the courſe f the Blood of the Child 
through the Veſſels of the detached 
Placenta; a circumſtance which could 
not poſſibly have happened, had their 
ever exiſted, a direct Continuation be- 
Wire Veſſels and thoſe of the Womb. 
P PROPOSITION 


Dit \ 


Enn 


PROpOSTTIoN II. 


The CHILD is nauriſbed in the Wou n * 
by ABSORPTION of Hutritious matter, per- ; 
formed by the veſſels of the PLACENTA | 
from the portion of the SORFACE of the 
- Womb, to which it adheres. 


De MONSTRATION:. ._ 


The Facts detailed above, as well as 
Induction from Analogy of all Ani- 
mals, after birth, and Vegetables tak- 
ing in their Food by abſorption, and 
conſequently nouriſhed by it, amount 
to Demonſtration. | 


